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Summary:

Oral diseases constitute a major health burden in many countries and affect people throughout their
lives, causing them pain, discomfort, disfigurement, and sometimes even death, despite being largely
preventable.

= Itis estimated that oral diseases affect approximately 3.7 billion people.

= Untreated dental caries (tooth decay) is the most common health condition, according to
the 2021 Global Burden of Disease (GBD) estimates.

= The prevention and treatment of oral diseases are expensive and are not included in national
universal health coverage benefit packages.

= Most low- and middle-income countries do not provide adequate services for the
prevention and treatment of oral diseases.

=  Oral diseases are caused by a cluster of modifiable risk factors shared with many other
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), including sugar consumption, tobacco use, alcohol
consumption, and poor oral hygiene, all of which are underpinned by social, commercial,
and economic determinants.
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